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The 44th APIMONDIA, the international apiculture exhibition, was held 
from September 14th  to September 21st 2015 in Daejeon, South    Ko-
rea. This year, about 9,000 participants from all over the world joined 
the event. The Ethiopian delegation counted 14 participants from the 
Ethiopian government, from the EAB, the EBA, the EHBPEA, SNV and 
others. 
 

The APIMONDIA is the international Federation of Beekeepersô       
Associations and other organizations coming together, working on the 
apicultural sector. The aim of APIMONDIA is to promote scientific, 
technical, ecological, social and economic development of apiculture 
all over the world. During the event beekeepers, scientists, honey   
traders, development agents, technicians and legislators met to       
exchange information, to discuss on common topics and to learn from 
each other.  
 
 

For further information continue reading on pages 3 and 4. 
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Dear reader, 
This is the 4

th
 issue of the API NEWS in 

2015 ï at the same time the last one in 
2015. We are very happy that we man-
aged to provide news, case stories, ad-
vice and current information to our read-
ers four times during the past year. This 
is a  good point in time to thank my team 
members at the EAB for their support 
and hard work. 
In this issue you will find a report and a 
reflection (ñlessons learntò) on the last 
APIMONDIA which took place in South 
Korea a few months ago. As you all 
know, sector development is an impor-
tant part of value chain development. 
We do have many deficits and shortcom-
ings in this regard, and need to learn 
and adopt if we want to develop the api-
culture value chain. 
ñGood seasonal management practicesò 
is the title of another contribution for your 
reflection and consideration. 
On the ñAdvertisementò page you can 
see a copy of advertisements from a 
foreign apiculture journal. Why? Be-
cause local input providers have not yet 
decided to utilize the API NEWS for pro-
moting their products. But they should. 
Again and again, beekeepers from out-
side Addis Ababa face problems in find-
ing sources for the provision of apicul-
ture inputs. As the API NEWS reaches a 
wider audience it could be a tool to link 
those in need of inputs with those who 
can provide them. 
 
With best regards 
 
Dr Juergen Greiling 
Senior Advisor to the Ethiopian Apiculture 
Board 

MESSAGE FROM 
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SECTOR NEWS 
 

DeveloPPP Programme on the 
ñPromotion of Sustainable Forest       
Products from Biosphere Reserves in 
Ethiopia ò  holds Information Sharing 
Meeting on the Strategic Alliance. 
 

On December 15, 2015 an information 
Sharing Meeting of the commencing Stra-
tegic Alliance on the ñPromotion of Sus-
tainable Forest Products from Biosphere 
Reserves in Ethiopiaò was held in Addis 
Ababa. The meeting was organized by the 
Coordination Unit of the GIZ-Ethiopia Pro-
gramme ñDeveloping Partnerships with the 
Private Sectorò.API NEWS reported about 
this new venture in Vol.2 No 2. 
 
Under the DeveloPPP Programme a Stra-
tegic Alliance on the ñPromotion of Sus-
tainable Forest Products from Biosphere 
Reserves in Ethiopiaò has been initiated  
between  GIZ  and  two  German  private  
partners  offering  a development  ap-

proach  enabling  the  regions  to  promote  
sustainable livelihoods  and  forest  preser-
vation  according  to  the  Biosphere  Re-
serve approach.  One  company  is  Origi-
nal  Food  which  has  been  purchasing  
wild coffee  from  Kafa  now  for  almost  
10  years  already.  The  second  private 
partner  is  Tuchel  &  Sohn,  one  of  the  
biggest  honey  importing  company  in 
Germany  which  is  very  interested  to  
win  Ethiopian  smallholders  from  Kafa 
and Sheka as their suppliers, in partner-
ship with producerôs organizations on the 
one hand and traders as well as proces-
sors / exporters on the other. 
Hence, GIZ and the private partners are 
committed to assist in promotion of wild 
coffee and honey as biosphere reserve 
products to improve the quality and  quan-
tity  of  the  products,  create  market  link-
ages,  boost  the  income  of local small-
holder farmers and decrease the pressure 
on the natural forest in the project areas ï
Kafa and Sheka Biosphere Reserves. 
This information sharing meeting was at-

tended by public and private partners of 
the new project on the one hand and by 
sector partners such as  UNESCO, EAB, 
EHBPEA, SNV, ACDI/VOCA, regional and 
national governmental authorities, NABU, 
UNIDO, ECX and GIZ BioDiv  on the other. 
A total of 25 persons attended. The meet-
ing was moderated by Mrs Elisaveta 
Kostova, who firstly presented the project, 
its objectives and activities in more details. 
Secondly a fruitful discussion between the 
stakeholders came up on the issues of 
certification, further cooperation and coor-
dination in the coffee and honey value 
chains, the involvement of private actors in 
the honey sector, the collaboration with the 
Ethiopian government and ways forward in 

the topic forest protection.  
 

26th National MSP was cancelled and 

postponded to the beginning of 2016. New 

invitations will be sent out by the EAB. 
 

(JG) 
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The 44
th
 APIMONDIA, the international 

apiculture exhibition, was held from 
September 14

th 
to September 21

st 

2015 in Daejeon, South Korea. This 
year about 9,000 participants from all 
over the world joined the event. The 
Ethiopian delegation counted 14 par-
ticipants. Members included H.E. Dr. 
G/Egziabher, State Minister of the 
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries 
Development (MoLFD), representa-
tives from the Ministry of Industry, 
from the EAB, the EBA, the EHBPEA, 
SNV as well as two private actors and 
the president of the Africa Commission 
of APIMONDIA. The trip was financed 
by SNV Ethiopiaôs ASPIRE-project 
(Apiculture Scaling up Program for 
Income and Rural Employment). 
 

The APIMONDIA is the international 
Federation of Beekeepersô Associa-
tions and other organizations coming 
together, working on the apicultural 
sector. The Federation was founded 
by resolutions passed at the XIII 
International Apicultural Congress of 
1949 in Amsterdam and is the 
successor to the International Apiarist 
Congress Secretariat founded in 
1895. The aim of APIMONDIA is to 
promote scientific, technical, ecologi-
cal, social and economic development 
of apiculture all over the world. During 
the event beekeepers, scientists, 
honey traders, development agents, 
technicians and legislators met to ex-
change information, to discuss on 
common topics and to learn from 
each other. 
Many symposia, plenary sessions, 
roundtable discussions and work-
shops were joined by the Ethiopian 
delegates. Additionally oral and 
poster presentations were held by 
members of the Ethiopian group. 
However taking part in one of the of-
fered technical tours was possible for 
the team members. 
For the first time the Ethiopian dele-
gation had the privilege to take part in 
the general assembly. State Minister 
H.E Dr. G/Egziabher got the chance 
to hold a speech in one of the execu-
tive councils. Being a member of API-

MONDIA is a good commitment for 
Ethiopia as a major actor in the global 
honey industry. It requires having am-
bitions and opens to share lessons in 
the industry with the rest of the world. 
The Ethiopian team was expected to 
draw lessons on technology and qual-
ity, beekeeping management, coordi-
nation as well as the extension of re-
search and development issues. 
Achievements in policy development 
were made during the experience 
sharing sessions with the peer asso-
ciations from Tanzania, Uganda, New 
Zealand and Australia. 
 

The Ethiopian booth displayed bees 
products, promotional materials; the 
traditional Ethiopian coffee ceremony 
significantly increased the positive 
image of the country. 
 

Lessons learned from APIMONDIA  
 

The growing concern with making 
beekeeping more sustainable globally 
and the accompanying realization that 
issues affecting the welfare of bees 
span all the way from the global to the 
local level have raised new chal-
lenges both for bees and the human 
being.  
Scientists are increasingly aware that 
the current state canôt be seen as 
ñbusiness as usualò in terms of bee 
health, pollination, quality of bee prod-
ucts, etc.  
The Ethiopian team has drawn many 
lessons from the different sessions 
held at Daejeon. Members have 

learned that building institutional syn-
ergies for enhancing sustainable bee-
keeping development in the country 
inevitably involves a varied approach 
and working together.  

 
The major lessons learned are the 
importance of:  
 

Å  Ensuring better integration of disci-
plinary perspectives and different 
forms of knowledge 
Å Enhancing learning, adaptation and 
 evaluation through various types of 
 feedback 
Å Identifying how actors in the honey 
 value chain in Ethiopia can benefit 
 best and under which conditions 
Å Overcoming resource and capacity 
 constraints 
Å Ensuring more support by the gov-

ernment 

 
Other Lessons learned  
 
 

Å Most countries make an analysis on 
the  economic benefits of integrating 
beekeeping into other agricultural 
activities and environment. They also 
made analysis on how to improve the 
beekeeping industry 
Å Many initiatives are taken and       

progress is being made globally in 
bee  science,  breeding, nutrition 
etc. 
Å The health of honeybees is critical for 

survival of human beings 
Å Bees significantly improve crop 

quality and productivity. 
 

 

44
th

 APIMONDIA,  
 

Daejeon, South Korea, September 14 th to 21 st, 2015 

General Information on  
APIMONDIA 2015  

Ethiopiaós booth at APIMONDIA 2015. 
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Beekeepers assist  Beekeep-
ers: technology transfer in 
practice  
 

A beekeeper and master joiner (with 
his own workshop in Central          
Germany) Mr Erich Toepfer visited his     
Ethiopian beekeeper foster child Ebse 
Hika Fida in Nekempte during Decem-
ber, 2015, on a private visit to Ethio-
pia. He was accompanied by his wife 
Bettina. 
Erich (who supported Ebse with a 
grant for equipment worth 200 EUR 
earlier this year) had collected more 

funds from German beekeeper      
p a r t n e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  N G O 
ñBeekeepers for Beekeepers in      
Ethiopiaò. The money was sufficient to 
buy tools and consumables necessary 
for the production of modern ZANDER 
box hives. Erich brought detailed 
plans for the construction of the hives 
and guided the group how to construct 
ZANDER beehives.  
The young beekeepers in Nekempte 
worked together for a total of 8 days 
and managed to build 8 complete 
hives including frames according to 
Ethiopian (and German) standards 
(they are the same).  

Ebse, Obse and her f r iends            
established a Female Graduate     
Beekeepers Group in Nekempte,    
received access to land from the local 
authorities, established an apiary and 
are presently approaching a number 
of 10 colonies in modern hives. They 
intend to market apiculture products in 
Nekempte, and would also like to sell 
inputs as well in order to broaden their 
income generation opportunities. They 
will market their own ZANDER hives 
in the future (production as well as 
nucleus hives). (JG) 

Å Most countries manufacture bee-
keeping technologies and supplies to 
reduce cost and to produce them to fit 
 their own local needs and contexts 
Å Quality is he most important thing in 
 the honey business. The issue of 
 adulteration in honey production is a 
 global issue 
Å Apitherapy is increasingly becoming 
 a common human health practice on 
 therapeutic effects of bees and bee 
 products 
Å The role of beekeeping for rural 
 transformation is crucial. 
Å APIMONDIA Congress hosting 
 countries benefit in many ways. 
 Thus Ethiopia should bid to host   
 APIMONDIA in 2023 and to host 
 ApiExpo Africa in 2018. 
 
Way forwardé. 
 

As a way forward, the team agreed to 
develop a joint action plan that sets 
out the responsibilities of major actors 
to address the following issues and 
the implementation process will be led 
by the three associations and the gov-
ernment at all levels. The issues 
raised as the way forward are included 
simply to take advantage of the pres-
ence of the major representatives of 
the sector, otherwise they are issues 
in the wider sub-sector.  
Å Develop out grower scheme and 
 enact out-grower laws 

Å Conduct gap analysis on our exten-
sion provision 
Å Focused and supported bee farm 
 commercialization 
Å Work critically on enabling environ-
ment and issuing of licenses to com-
 bat adulteration 
Å Facilitate the establishment and  
strengthening/accreditation of labora-
tories  to undertake all types of honey 
and other bee products analysis 
Å Establish a coordinated donor sup-
 port mechanism 
Å Combating illegal honey trading and 
 adulteration 
Å Strengthen the recently started     

culture of the three associations to 
working together  
Å Improve artificial bee feeding and 
 management 
Å Establish supply chains to have the 

required level of bee products      
diversification by promoting input 
supplies  and technologies, like 
pollen harvesting devices 
Å Improve packaging both for bulk and 
 retail selling  
Å Facilitate bilateral, both technical 

and financial, cooperation with   
countries who have a long standing 
improved beekeeping tradition like 
that  of Korea 
Å Branding the Ethiopian honey on the 
 basis of the flora sources 
Å Higher attention should be given to 
 our participation in APIMONDIA by 

 the government and should be 
 planned in good time 
Å Conduct annual events in Ethiopia 
 and prepare to bid to hosting the 
 APIMONDIA in 2023 
Å There must be a master strategy for 
 beekeeping in Ethiopia 
Å Improve value adding 
Å Research and development activities 
 must be financed not only by the 
 government but by all the ators 
Å Traceability and hygiene systems 
 must be established 
Å C o n d u c t  h o n e y  c o m p e t i t i o n          
periodically 
Å Establish a database for beekeeping 
Å Facilitate equipment and technology 
 supply through working with local 
 companies like METECH 
Å Conduct inventory on available    
 laboratory facilities and equipment to 
 determine the requirement. 

...to be continued on page 8 

Women of Nekempte producer group fixing the 

Ready made chamber for a modern frame 
hive. 

Production of frames for the new hives. 

Speach of participant held in front of the  
APIMONDIA-audience in Daejeon. 


